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Introduction

One of the most crucial topics in sustainable development over the past decades
has been good governance, which has gained attention from policymakers and
researchers alike. Natural resources play a crucial role in economic, social, and
environmental development. To reduce tensions and improve governance
indicators, the province of Sistan and Baluchestan, which possesses diverse
natural resources, requires an analytical approach to examine the requirements
for good governance of these resources. This study identifies key priorities for
good governance of natural resources in the province.

Research Method

This applied study follows a descriptive-analytical approach. The statistical
population consists of 40 experts, including specialists from environmental,
natural resource, and agricultural departments in Zahedan city. Data collection
was conducted through a questionnaire comprising 15 criteria and 82 related
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options regarding the priorities of good governance of natural resources in the
province. Data analysis was performed using entropy methods and grey software.
Research Findings

The results of this study show that four criteria: cultural, economic-financial,
environmental, and technical-executive have the greatest impact on achieving
good governance of natural resources in Sistan and Baluchestan province. Based
on the analyses conducted, the cultural criterion in the options of timely
information regarding the timing of training courses, soliciting opinions
regarding the provision of applied training courses, and promoting, generalizing,
and disseminating entrepreneurial culture, Economic-financial criteria in the
options of creating facilities, privileges, and appropriate platforms for rangers
regarding improving the condition of rangelands, the extent of public benefit
from decisions and programs for managing natural resources and reducing
poverty, Environmental criteria in the options of creating favorable
environmental conditions, cooperation of landowners in making decisions related
to natural resources in the region and exploitation of pastures based on livestock
grazing permits, and The technical-executive criteria had the greatest impact on
the options of the impact of the performance of the Natural Resources
Department on the lives of villagers, relative satisfaction with existing laws
regarding natural resource management, and government accountability for
environmental protection, respectively.

Discussion and Results

Study results highlight the need for multilateral participation between the
government, civil society, and the private sector to achieve good governance of
natural resources. Sustainable policymaking in this field is impossible without
improving cultural indicators. Economic factors also play a crucial role in
increasing motivation for environmental conservation.

To enhance governance and protection of natural resources, economic incentives
should be introduced to encourage public and private sector participation. The
findings also indicate that the low level of public participation, lack of
transparency in decision-making, poor coordination between governmental and
private institutions, and weak enforcement of environmental laws are among the
key governance challenges in Sistan and Baluchestan. Failure to address these
issues could lead to unsustainable resource exploitation and environmental crises.
Conclusion

Achieving good governance of natural resources requires identifying priorities
and formulating effective policies. The research results show that economic-
financial, environmental, technical-executive, and cultural criteria play a key role
in improving governance in Sistan and Baluchestan. The suggestions of this
research are: 1- Increasing public awareness by holding training courses for the
local community, publicizing the importance of natural resource governance, and
strengthening the culture of environmental protection. 2- Strengthening economic
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policies by creating appropriate platforms for private sector investment in natural
resource management, providing financial facilities to operators, and increasing
government support. 3- Transparency and accountability in natural resource
management, including the development of more detailed laws and the
implementation of independent oversight to prevent potential abuses. 4-
Increasing coordination between relevant institutions by establishing joint
working groups between the government, private sectors, and local communities
for optimal resource management. 5- Using modern technologies through the use
of smart systems to monitor and control the exploitation of natural resources to
reduce environmental degradation. Finally, the present study shows that by
improving natural resource governance and adhering to these requirements, a
sustainable and efficient model for natural resource management in Sistan and
Baluchestan province can be achieved, which will not only be environmentally
beneficial, but will also provide the basis for the economic and social
development of this province.
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