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Introduction

Entrepreneurial companies, often known as startups, play a crucial role in
economic growth and development. These companies introduce innovative ideas,
new products, and services to the market, and contribute to economic prosperity
by creating job opportunities.

Furthermore, the development of entrepreneurial companies within the
entrepreneurial ecosystem is a complex and multifaceted process that requires
attention to various factors and the establishment of appropriate mechanisms at
different levels. Therefore, this research will focus on the mechanisms for
developing entrepreneurial companies within the entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Case study

Employees and managers of entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil Province.
Materials and Methods

This research, conducted using a mixed-methods approach (qualitative-
quantitative), presents the mechanisms for developing entrepreneurship. For the
qualitative part, thematic analysis was used. Data analysis was conducted through
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three stages of coding (initial, sub-category, and main) using the MAXQDA
software. In the quantitative part of the research, confirmatory factor analysis was
used to analyze the data using SPSS and LISREL software. The statistical
population in the qualitative section consisted of experts and elites in the field of
business, including experienced managers of small and medium-sized businesses,
entrepreneurs, and expert management professors in this field. Through
purposive sampling and snowball sampling, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 29 of them until theoretical saturation was reached. The statistical
population in the quantitative section also included employees and managers of
entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil province, which was reported to be 6000
people. According to Morgan's table, a sample size of 361 people was selected.
To collect data, questionnaires were distributed among employees and managers
of entrepreneurial companies, and ultimately 290 questionnaires were returned.
Discussion and Results

The findings of this study identified the mechanisms for developing
entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil Province, which include mechanisms for
developing public and private support, mechanisms for developing strategic
management, and mechanisms for developing advertising and marketing. The
proposed model for developing entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil Province
comprises three overarching themes and 18 main themes. The overarching
themes encompass mechanisms for developing public and private support with
nine sub-indicators: (investment in technology infrastructure and creating a
favorable environment for innovation; financial and advisory support;
communication and collaboration with universities and research centers;
formation of support networks and cooperation with related industries;
encouragement and rewards for innovation and entrepreneurship; financial and
credit support; networking and collaboration with others; and participation in the
business ecosystem.

Conclusion

The research results showed that the development mechanisms of public and
private support, the development mechanisms of strategic management, and the
development mechanisms of advertising and marketing have an impact on the
development of entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil province. This research
provides a model for entrepreneurial companies in Ardabil province. The
research findings can be useful for owners of small and medium-sized and even
industrial companies who are looking to strengthen and develop entrepreneurship
in their company. In terms of the theoretical gap, part of the findings of the
present study are in line with the studies of Yang & Yu (2022) and Krysovatyy &
Ptashchenko (2023) on the development of public and private support.
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