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Abstract

Objective: This research investigates the state of accountability in Iran, identifies its
main obstacles, and proposes solutions to improve this indicator in the country's
governance system. Additionally, it examines the extent to which the accountability
indicator in the Islamic Republic of Iran aligns with international standards,
particularly the World Bank's measures.

Methods: In this study, the concept of accountability from the World Bank's
perspective is first defined, and its position in the Iranian constitution is examined.
Then, a comparative analysis is presented between Iran and three regional countries
(Turkey, Azerbaijan, and the United Arab Emirates) in the time frame of 2000 to
2023 to determine the trend of changes in the accountability indicator in these
countries.

Results: The results show that Iran has consistently faced challenges in the
accountability indicator and has received negative scores. Several factors, including
the multiplicity of institutions, inefficiency of supervisory bodies, lack of
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meritocracy, and weakness of political parties, have been identified as the main
obstacles to accountability in the country.

Conclusions: To improve the state of accountability in Iran, reforms are needed in
the country's governance system. The proposed solutions include strengthening
supervisory institutions, increasing transparency, reducing bureaucracy,
strengthening political parties, and promoting meritocracy in government
appointments.

Keywords: Accountability, Good Governance, Obstacles to accountability in Iran,
Transparency, World Bank Governance Indicators.
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